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ADVERTISEMENT. 


LTHOUGH every man, by the law of nature, 
hath an undoubted right to make choice of, and 
profeſs what religion he pleaſes, and to worſhip the Su- 


preme Father Almighty, in what way and manner he 


thinks moſt acceptable to Him, without the controul or 
interruption of any civil power whatever ; yet I cannot 
omit this opportunity of expreſſing my ſincere gratitude 
and thanks to the worthy members of the Britiſh Parlia- 
ment, for the relief granted to diſſenting miniſters, by the 
late bill, now paſſed into an act; which I conſider and 
rejoice in, as a great enlargement of religious liberty. 


As to the declaration, annex'd to the bill, I can rea- 
dily and chearfully ſubſcribe, 'not as believing, or ac- 
knowledging the magiſtrates right to demand it, but as 
believing the matter and ſubſtance of the declaration 
to be true, 


The Declaration ſtands thus, 


6 I, A. B. do ſolemnly declare, in the Pre- 
<< ſence of Almighty God, that I am a Chriſtian, 
and a Proteſtant; and, as ſuch, that I believe 
* that the Holy Scriptures of the Old and New 
% Teſtament, as commonly received in Proteſt- 
© ant Churches, do contain the revealed Will 
* of God, and that I do receive the ſame, as the 
Rule of my Doctrine and Practice. 
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On making the above declaration before a magiſtrate, 
and taking the oaths of allegiance and ſupremacy, and 
making and ſubſcribiny the declaration againſt popery, 
a diſſenting miniſter is entitled to all the exemptions and 
benefits of che toleration act, paſs'd at the revolution; 


and is deemed and conſtituted a legal miniſter, and is 


cqually free and ſecure from all penalties as a clergyman 
of the church of England. 


May we all prize this day of great things, and uſe 
this liberty as not abuſing it: — May all diſſenting mi- 
niſters manifeſt their firm attachment to, and real con- 
cern for the doctrines of chriſtianity: — And that all 
may ve peaceable and quiet lives, in all godlineſs and 
honeſty, is the hearty pr..yer of 


The Author. 


2 COR. 
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2 CORINTHIANS, xii, 11. 


Be perſef, be of good comfort, be of one 
mind, live in peace; and the God of _ 
and brace hall be with you, 


rr - * 


HAT ſyſtem of religion, which is properly 
called Chriſtianity, delivered to us in the 
New Teſtament, is an excellent inſtitution; 


friendly to the very being, and intereſt of civil 


ſociety — tending to advance our » eſent comfort 
and proſperity — and conducive, in the higheſt 
degree, to prepare and qualify us for complete 
perfection and happineſs in eternity. 

The man, who enters into the real ſpirit and 
power of this divine inſtitution, will have the ideas 
of his mind raiſed and exalted to the moſt noble 
and ſublime obje&ts — his affeQions will become 


purified, moderate, and calm — his character and 


life will be adorned by an amiable and conſiſtent 


conduft — and he will poſſeſs that inward peace 


and fatisfattion, which is not in the power of this 
world, cither to give, or to take away. | 
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And, if this be the nature. and deſign of the 
chriſtian religion — if it enobles our ſouls — if it 
conveys preſent peace and. ſerenity to our minds 
— if it ſpreads proſperity around us, and tends to 
lay the moſt. ſolid and permanent foundation of 
happineſs, in the preſence and enjoyment of God, 
to all eternity, we ought to receive it with becom- 
ing attention and ſeriouſneſs of mind, and pay a 
due regard to all its doftrines and duties: for, if 
we have any real concern, either for our beſt in- 
tereſt and ſupport in this world, or, for the ſalvati- 
on and happineſs of our ſouls in eternity, we muſt 
| have a concern for the ſupport of the chriſtian 


doctrines and duties. 


We, — as a chriſtian church — as diſciples and 
ſervants of Cbriſt — as children of God, and ſtew- 
ards of his grace, are under tyes and obligations 
to ſupport with zeal, reſolution and ſteadineſs, the 
leveral important dottrines of that religion, which 
came from heaven; and we are to receive theſc 
important doctrines of the chriſtian religion, and 
engage our ſelves in the duties of it, with a ſu- 
preme regard to the honour and love of God, and 
with a view that our minds may be impreſſed and 
formed to the love and praQtice of virtue and 
goodneſs, 


St. 


6 ©] 

St. Paul, in one of his addrefles to theſe corinthi- 
an chriſtians, to whom the words of the text were 
ſpoken, intreats them, in the moſtaffettionate man- 
ner, © to be careful not to receive the grace of 
Cod in vain;” and, in the words firſt read, which 
are his concluding addreſs to this church at Corinth, 
he expreſſes his ſincere and ardent deſire, for their 
complete and perfect eſtabliſhment in the chriſtian 
cauſe : © Finally, my Brethren, ( ſays he) fare- 
« well, — be perfect, be of good comfort, be of one 
© mind, live in peace: and the God of love and 
« peace ſhall be with you.” 


This excellent inſtruction and advice, delivered 
by the Apoſtle to theſe primitive chriſtians, is equal - 
ly neceſſary to be received, and attended to by all 
chriſtians, in all ages, and in all the various cir- 
cumſtances of life. No chriſtian believer ought 
ever to ſay, he has no concern with, or nothing at 
all to learn from it : for, ſuppoſe our attainments 
to be very conſiderable in knowledge, faith and 


practice, yet we have ſomething to learn, and 


ſomething to do; and it muſt be our own fault, 
if theſe inſtruftions are tranſmitted to us in vain, 


But, as I am addreſſing myſelf to a collective 
body of chriſtians, who, I am perſuaded, are ſin- 
cere friends and adyocates for the pure doQrines 


and 


18 
and holy precepts of the goſpel, I ſhall now beg 
leave, in all humility and love, to ſubmit to your 
candid attention an explanation and mußten of 


the ſeveral diſtin parts of the text. 


The Fixer Direction, recommended to us, is 
* Be fe mr | 


The Perfection here intended, I apprehend, may 
include three things. 
Firſt, Sincerity. 
Secondly, Conſiſtency and uniformity of conduR. 
Thirdly, A progreſſive ſteadineſs in the chriſtian 
. 


Firſt, © Be perfect, may include ſincerity; for 
ſincerity is a proper and neceſſary perfection of hu- 
man beings: it is a perfection, which, amidſt al 
the infirmities and frailties of human nature, we 
are capable of attaining. Men may plead weak- 
neſs and corruption of nature, but they cannot ex- 
cuſe themſelves from ſincerity. | 


Sincerity is a neceſſary perfection, or quality to 
every character in life — to the man of the world 
— the man of buſineſs — the maſter and the ſer- 
EY rich * the poor — the high and the 

low, 


(90 


low, are all concerned in attaining to this perfec- 


tion; and, above all, it is a neceſſary quality apper- 


taining to a religious character: It is that which 
beſpeaks dignity, and ſpreads a glory over all the 
private and public acts of religion; and the want 
of this perfection will deſtroy all the beauty, and 
extinguiſh all the value of every moral, or religi- 
ous act. | 


To aſſume the name and character of being re- 
ligious, and, at the ſame time, to be void of ſin- 
cerity is to hazard our being deteſted and deſpiſed, 
whilſt we are living; and, after death, to be expo- 


ſed to future condemnation and perdition: ſincerity, 


therefore is a quality of the greateſt importance, 
and the higheſt perfection of human nature; it is 
that which will recommend us to the eſteem and 
confidence of men — to the approbation of our 
own conſciences — and to the friendſhip and love 


God. 


This perfection is attainable by every chriſtian ; 
for, altho we may not attain to any great honour, 
or diſtinction in the world, on the account of our 
abilities, or public ſervices, yet we may all of us 
attain to the honourable and amiable character of 
lincerity in what we do. Every ſervant of Chriſt 
— the weakeſt as well as the ſtrongeſt — the mean- 

C eſt 
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eſt and loweſt, as well as the more honourable and 
uſeful may do their work, and labour in the ſervice 
of religion ſincerely and * heartily as unto the 
Lord”, They may all arrive to the perfettion of 
ſincerity; every chriſtan may have a real and full 


intention, a ſincere and hearty endeavour to diſ- 


charge his duty in all the branches of it, according 
to the abilities, means and opportunities he is pol- 
ſeſſed of: and thus much, at leaſt, muſt (I think 


be included in the direttion of the _ «he 


perfect”. | | ©- 


Whatever might be the firſt motive, or moving 
cauſe of our embracing the chriſtan faith, and of 
entering into fo holy and honourable a profeſſion, 
it ought now; to be the leading view, the habitual 
and grand intention of our minds to be fincere 
in what we do. Simplicity of diſpoſition and in- 
tegrity of ſpirit muſt prevail throughout the whole 
of our religious engagements : we muſt not pre- 
ſume to put on hypocriſy, diſſimulation and diſguiſe, 
when we engage our ſelves in the ſervice of our 
divine Maſter ; but all our intentions, thoughts 
and actions mult be animated with ſincerity of love 
and reverence to God. Be perfect, 1. e. be 
ſincere, be in truth and reality what you profeſs 


to be — do. not imagine that, the mere name, or 


the external appearance and outward ſhew ol 
religion 


(6611) 


religion will recommend you to the approbation of 
God, and to your 6wn conſeiences ſubſtitute no- 
thing in the room of uprightneſs of intention — 
lay hold of no broken reeds — follow no cunning 
deviſed fables of men, but be ye the ſervants of 
God, and the Lord Jeſus, in fincerity and truth. 
The power and life of religion muſt accompany 
the form, and we mult have truth and ſincerity in 
the aA ang MN 3 
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g dende Be perfect Re mey u mean conſiſtency 
and unformity of conduct; but abſolute perfection 
is not here intended: for, ſo long as we continue to 
be human beings; ſurrounded with the temptations 
of the world, and the propenſities of nature, we 
ſhall not be 'wholly free from moral defects. Our 
own experience and the word of God teach us to 


believe, that to be perfect, in the ſtrict ſenſe of 


the word; is morally impoſſible; and therefore 
this muſt be far. from the deſign of the = Apoltle' $ 
extiornſtion i in the text. 70 e200 "= 


But to attain to a conſiſtency and uniformity of 


character is a perfection which we, as moral beings 
and free agents, are capable of; and ſuch a perfec- 
tion, or an uniform courſe of virtue the ſeripture 
nn exhoried us to attain. 


4 ; . 


C 9g And, 


( 22 ) 
And I perſume, there is great need for chriſtian 
believers to be. continually and earneſtly. warned 
and exhorted to the attainment, of this perfection, 
to an uniform tenor of moral virtue, . piety and 
goodneſs; for a flight review and examination inio 
the conduct of men, will be a ſufficient reaſon and 
juſtification for recommending this uniformity of 


behaviour. 


Some chriſtians with whom we are converſant, 
we learn, have faith, or ſomething like faith — can 
give their aſſent to many of the doctrines of the 
goſpel — can converſe freely — and ſpeak with 
fluency and ſedateneſs on the principles of natural 
| ad revealed religion, but this their faith, hath no 

proper weight, or influence on their condutt in 
lite. od | 


For, if we go with them into the world, and 
view them on the ſtage of action, there we behold 
them in a habit, or dreſs very unſuitable to their 
chriſtian calling, and in a great meaſure loſt to 
manly, rational, and virtuous conduR, 


If we travel with them to the field of commerce 
and buſineſs in life, we ſhall ſee, to our mortifica- 
tion, that their pretenſions to religion do not re- 
ſtrain them from akts of fraud and injuſtice. 


(a 


If we follow them to the houſe of feaſting, there | 


we ſhall ſee them little concerned to ſupport the 
laws of ſobriety, moderation, and temperance. 


If we attend them to the houſe of mourning, 
where objects of charity and diſtreſs are frequently 
ſoliciting their help and beneficence; here alſo we 


ſhall behold them deſtitute. of that chriſtian ſpirit, | 


which , giveth liberally and upbraideth not; their 
high pretenſions to admire the univerſal. diſplays 
of the divine goodneſs do not influence them to 
acts of; mercy and charity. And, if this be the 
conduQ of chriſtians; if they act o much below 


the excellent laws of chriſtianity, and the moral 


character of the Deity, they ſtand in need of be- 
ing exhorted to a more perfe@t charaQter, to be 
more uniform and conſiſtent in life. is 


If we are religious, only at certain times and 
ſeaſons ; —if our piety, and reverence to God, 
and our love to virtue be eaſily ſuppreſſed — if 
it be © like che morning cloud and early dew, 
which ſoon paſſeth away; — if its impreſſions on 


the mind wear off, and we become cold and liſe- 


leſs in the moral and divine life, we ought to give 
the moſt earneſt heed to the exhortation of the 
Apoſtle, to © be perfe&” to aft more uniformly, 
regularly, and conſiſtently, to renew our good re- 

ſolutions, 
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ſolutions, and exett our chriſtian courage, that ſo 
we may exhibit an uniform cllaracter and example 
of- piety virtue, and char: 


Nirah, The exhortatien, be perfect may in- 
wude 4 progreſſive ſteadineſs in the chriſtian life 
And this, I preſume, is ho needleſs caution to 2 
chriſtian audie net: for we are all, more orleſs, too 
inattentive to the culture andi improvement of our 
minds, and too thoughtleſs and negligent in acqui- 
ring that wedding garment and furniture of the 
ſoul, which is a neceſſary qualification for the king. 
dom of heaven. * * 
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* Chriſtians, geiierally \peaking, a are more careſi 
and diligent in acquiring a knowledge of the world, 
and in obtaining its riches, honours, and pleaſures, 
than they are in acquiring a knowledge of human 
nature, and thoſe religious and moral qualities of 


el 


he mind, which are the higheſt dignity and orna- 
"ment t to a rational creature : their attention to the 
vorld i is.ſuch, that it beſpeaks them. children of error 
and dark nels, rather than children of, light and 
knowledge ? ? And, while they are thus making un- 
vearied endeavours to obtain earthly treaſures, they 
abate and weaken their zeal, love and adtivity in 
lying up for themſelves treaſures in heaven: 


Gi1Q:31 i051 but, 


* 


But, if we are chriſtians by name, let us be ſuch in 
praftice : let us remember, that we were born not 
for this world only, but for eternity alſo, Let us 
conſider human life in that true light, in which 
chriſtianity places it, as our ſeed time, and proba- 
tionary ſtate; where, by a due improvement of our 
powers and privileges, we are to acquire thoſe pious 
and virtuous diſpoſitions and habits of ſoul, which 
will prepare us for the enjoyment, of the divine 
and ſpiritual pleaſures of the heavenly inheritance. 
Permit me then to exhort you to go on to perfec- 
tion to make continued improvement and pro- 
greſs in the religious life to run and be not weary 
— to walk and faint not — to preſevere with ſtead- 
ineſs and reſolution to purſue religion as the prin- 
cipal thing, as the one ching abſolutely needful for 
our happinels 1 in eternity. 


, 


Let us * it on our minds, that the chriſtian life 
is a progreſſive life, and, that as we have begun i in 
the work of the Lord, we are to go on to a more 
mature , compleat and perſeRt ſtate : and may each 
of us be like St. Pau! leaving the things which 
* are behind and reaching forth to the things which 


are before, preſs {till more and more towards the | 


mark, for the prize of che high calling of God, in 


40 Chriſt Jeſus,” I proceed to 
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The Szconp Direttion, Be of good Comfort,” 


The primitive chriſtans were expoſed to many 
ſevere trials and perſecutions on the account of their 
faith in Chriſt, as ſuch the Apoſtle gives them this 
advice, to take unto themſelves that conſolation 
which the goſpel adminiſters. 'They were to take 


comfort, and rejoice in the hope ſet before them: 


their perſuaſion of the truth of the chriſtian reli. 
gion, and the evidence which they now had of a 
future ſtate, was to produce in their minds comfort 
under all their preſent ſufferings and outward trou- 
bles : in all their afflictions they were to maintain 
an inward ſatisfadtion and ſerenity of mind. 


And this part of che apoſtles advice has its uſe to 
chriſtians at all times; for, altho' we labour not under 
ſo ſevere difficulties and trials now, as the firſt chriſ- 
tians did, yet we have all, more or leſs, our troubles 
and ſorrows: we labour under the frailties and diſ- 
treſſes of a mortal life, are expoſed to various 
afflictions and temptations, and under theſe we all 


need the comforts and conſolations which religion 
and religion only can give. Religion is the great 
pillar and ſource of comfort, it gives eaſe and ſpeaks 
peace to the mind under every outward diſtreſs 
and misfortune, The good chriſtian can look be- 

yond 


<< TY 
yond the troubles, evils, and preſſures which attend 
frail mortality. He can extract conſolation from 


the hope of a better world, to which he is raiſed *© 


by the diſcoveries of divine grace inthe goſpel diſc 
penſation. It is in the ſchool of Chriſt that the 
ſincere believer can have relief under all his pre- 
ſent difficulties and temporal diſtreſles. 


Our Lord himſelf has given a caution to all his 


followers, not to be over troubled, or caſt down 
on the account of the ſufferings and tribulations of 


the preſent life; and, in order that we may be ſup- _ 
ported under them, and poſſeſs our ſouls in peace 


and comfort, he recommends to us a belief in God, 


the Father Almighty, and in himſelf as the redeem- 


er and ſaviour of men, © as the way, the truth and 
the life“ and by whoſe labours, death and reſur- 
_ reftion, © we are begotten to a lively hope of an 
inheritance, incorruptible, undefiled and that fadeth 
not away:” and it is by this hope, by the influence 
and power of this religious principle over the hu- 


man mind, that we are enabled, amidſt the fluctua- 
tion of all worldly things, to attain to that inward 


{ ſecurity, reſt and comfort, recommended to us in 
the text. 


To „be of good comfort,” may therefore be 
D con- 


conſidered as an exhortation to chriſtians to labour 
after ſuch a frame of mind, ſuch a religious diſpoſi- 
tion, and ſuch a reliſh and veneration for virtue 
and piety, as will yield an inward fatisfaQtion and 
laſting joy. It is an exhortation to keep preſent 
on our minds the great animating truths of religion, 
and to live as thoſe, who have reſpe& unto the 
recompence of reward.” It is to maintain an habi- 
tual reverence to the laws, dottrines,. and prin- 
ciples of the moral and ſpiritual kingdom of Jeſus 
Chriſt, by which we ſhall obtain that ſerenity and 
approbation of mind, and that chearfulneſs and 
comfort of ſoul, which can never be poſſeſſed by 
men, who live as without God, and without hope 
in the world.” 


The exhortation, be of good comfort,” de- 
mands our ſerious attention and regard, on many 
confiderations : for, — if our religious principles 

and moral ſtate do not yield this fruit, if it does 
not produce this internal peace and fatisfaQton, it 
is an evident ſign, that our minds are too much ſet 


upon the things of this world, and our affeRtions 
alienated from God and goodneſs; and the leſs hope 
and comfort we enjoy from the influence of religi- 

ous principles, the leſs thriving and abounding ſhall 
we be in that piety and moral goodnefs, which will 


recommend us to the divine favour: and if we are 


( eg } 


not comfortable in our own minds, we cannot ad» 
miniſter conſolation to an 2 oth 


Let us then be Lcrfarded to 3 after that 
religious furniture, which will inſpire our. minds with 
comfort, and render the journey of human life prof 
perous and happy to our ſelves, and uſeful to others, 


The Trinp direction the Apoſtle gives to 
chriſtians is, to *be of one mind.“ ; 


This oneneſs of mind here recommended, is of 
great conſequence in the ſcience of religion; as it 
will tend to revive, ſupport and eſtabliſh that ſpirit 
of zeal, love and vene ration for it, which has been 
long complained of as being in a dying ſtate. 


The exhortation, is not to be ſuppoſed to mean, 
that ye are to be juſt of one mind, or ſentiment in 
every point of religion. Our minds, like our bo- 
dies are differently formed, ſome with more ſtrength 
than others, and our ideas take their riſe from diffe- 
rent objects, or from the ſame objeQs through a 
different glaſs ; and as ſuch they are fitted and de- 
Agnes for different offices in life. 
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* Having, faith the Apoſtle, gifts differing accor. 
'« ding to the grace that is given us; whether pro. 
% phecy, let us prophecy according to the propor. 
* tion of faith: or miniſtry, Jet us wait on our 
e miniſtring : or he that teacheth, on teaching: or 
he that exhorteth, on exhortation : he that giv. 
eth, let him do do it with ſimplicity : he that 
_ © ruleth, with diligence: he that ſheweth mercy, 
* with chearfulneſs.” All theſe different gifs, with 
which God has endued us, are to be applied and 
improved for the general benefit and mutual good 
of each other. Let every one, ſaith St. Paul, 
te pleaſe his neighbour for his good to edification,” 
and we are exhorted to bear one anothers bur. 
* dens, and fo fulfil the law of Chriſt. *? 


Firſt, This oneneſs of mind is, no doubt, inten- 
ded to teach us to have a mutual concern for the 
ſupport, inſtruftion, comfort, and happineſs of 
each ather. That chriſtian church, who are poſ- 
ſeſſed of that oneneſs of mind, which the Apoſtle 
recommends, will have ſuch union of hearts, ſuch 
mutual friendſhip, and ſuch concern for each other, 
as to give and receive inſtruction, in the ſpirit of 
meekneſs and good temper, and to exhort each 
ather with diligence, conſtancy, and faithfulneſs ; 
and at the ſame time uſe every motive to warn each 
ather from declenſions in religion. They not only 

« oive all 
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« all diligence, in making their own calling and 


* ele&tion ſure, and holding their own confidence 
« and the rejoicing of their hope firm unto the 
* end,” but they have alſo a concern upon their 
ſpirits to- bring others to diligence and perſeve- 
rance in the religious life. They are not only di- 
ligent that they, themſelves, “ may be found ef 
« Chriſt, at his ſecond coming, without ſpot and 
* hlameleſs, but, alſo, are deſirous that others 


may ſtand before him, with acceptance and ap- 


plauſe. 


This advice therefore, to“ be of one mind,“ 
ſnould teach and excite us to conſult one anothers 
preſent, ſpiritual and eternal welfare. We ſhauld 
each of us contribute our part to increaſe the 
knowledge, and promote the virtue of one another ; 
by doing of which we contribute to our joint and 
mutual happineſs for this world, and that which is to 
come. We are all probationers for an awful eter- 


nity, and nothing but moral and religious qualities, 


through the mercy of God in Chriſt Jeſus, will fit 
us for a friendly intercourſe with each other in the 
| future regions of immortality, 


Secondly, This one-neſs of mind, may alſo in- 


clude an exhortation to chriſtian profeſſors, to ufe 


their 


e 
their joint and united endeavours to eſtabliſh and 
promote the intereſt of common chriſtianity, » 


As all chriſtians believe in the fame God and 
Father of whom and by whom are all things,“ and 
are diſciples of the ſame maſter, and partakers of 
the ſame bleſſed privileges, hopes and promiſes, 


they ſtand in a ſpiritual as well as moral relation to 


each other; from which religious connection and 
unity is derived an equal obligation to mutual en- 


dtkarours to ſupport that faith, _ was once 


2 to the ſaints.” 


. We ſhould be all 3 as brethren, as one ſa- 
mily and houſebold, in © ſtriving together for the 
+ faith of the goſpel,” — to be all as one body, 
« workers together with Chriſt, ” in promoting the 
honour of God, and the credit of religion. Be all 
of one mind, ſo far as to be unanimous in main- 
taining the order, ſimplicity, and purity of the goſpel 
law, faith and worſhip. Let the principles of reli- 
gion have ſuch weight and influence on each of 
our minds, as to unite us together in mutual 
friendſhip and love, for the defence of the truth. 


And, I preſume, there is as much occaſion now 
in the preſent age, to recommend this unity and” 


oneneſs of ſpirit in the defence of chriſtianity, as 
in 
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in the days of the apoſtles; or in any ſucceeding 4. 


age. The preſent time is alarming, on account of the 
degeneracy and corruption of morals, the increaſe 
of infidelity, and the ſpreading of the antichriſtian 
ſpirit of popery.; all which have a natural and di- 
rect tendency to weaken, or leſſen the number of 
rational believers. * | 


It is an evil world, in which we live; we are in 
the midſt of ſnares and temptations; © evil men 


« and ſeducers wax worſe and worſe, deceiving and 


« being deceived:” and, need we, therefore, be 
told how much. it concerns us, as proteſtant diſſen- 
ters, and as believers of the divine authority of 
the ſcriptures, to adhere to the exhortation of the 
text, — to © be of one mind,” —to be united, as 


one harmonious body, in ſecuring and ſupporting 
that religion, which is from heaven, and is firſt 


* pure, then peaceable, gentle, eaſy to be intreat- 


* ed, full of mercy and of good fruits, without par- 


« On and . This leads me to 


The Fouarn u thing, recommended i in- ho words 


firſt read, viz. to live in peace, 


This, truly chriſtian ſpirit, is what St. Paul had 
frequent occaſion to recommend. He knew the 


ſtate 
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ſtate of the world, and was well acquainted with 
the various and oppoſite tempers of mankind ; and, 
as frail imperfett creatures, he knew that a diffe. 
rence of opinion and intereſt, together with tlie 
paſſions of anger, pride and vanity, would often 
produce diſcord, offences and quarrels: in ſuch a 
ſtate as this he ſaw how needful it was to recom. 
mend, with earneſtneſs, a peaceable diſpoſition. 


Ihe primitive chriſtians lived amongſt men, who 

entertained an ill opinion of them, who either per- 
ſecuted, or hated, or deſpiſed them ; and this made 
it difficult for them to maintain, on all occaſions, 
that humane, benevolent and peaceable ſpirit which 


chriſtianity teacheth. 


Human nature is the ſame now as heretofore: 
the malignant paſſions of pride, hatred, wrath and 
malice ſtill prevail among thoſe who profeſs the 
chriſtian name and character; and it is from this 
ſource, from theſe paſſions and evil principles, that 
diſſentions, cruelties, wars and fightings come a- 
mongſt us: from the ſame cauſe proceed all pri- 
vate differences, family breaches and quarrels, for 
« where envying and ftrife is, there is confuſion 
* and every evil work, ” 4 


The 
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The gracious deſign of chriſtianity is to put an 
end to theſe evils, and to reſtore mutual friend- 
ſhip, peace and love amongſt us. — The Goſ- * 4 
& 15 one continued leſſon of all the virtues con- 
« ducive to this end; and, if we had more of the 
„ power of it, what a multitude f evils would 
be prevented! How little of ſtrife and animo- 
« fity would any where be ſeen! The provocas 
© tions to it would be cut off. 11 


« Divine inſtruction is like a balm to heal 
« the ſpirits of men, and as a band to unite 
6 them. * 


\ 


The exhortation, to“ live in peace, includes 

a diſpoſition to © follow after the things which 

make for peace, and whereby one may edify 

another.“ It implies a kind and friendly tem- 

per, behaviour and converſation, and a deſire to 
cultivate a ſpirit of humanity and love, 


Man, by nature, is a ſociable being, a creature 
made for ſociety ; and chriſtianity teaches us to 
cultivate, cheriſh, and maintain all that meekneſs, 


* The above is a quotation, but I cannot recollect 
from whom, 


E mildneſs, 
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| mildneſs, and tenderneſs of ſpirit, and that peace. 
able and gentle diſpoſition, by which we may con- 


tribute to the welfare, proſperity, pleaſure and 
happineſs of civil and religious communities, 


To live in peace is a deſirable bleſſing ; a bleſ. 
fing on which many others are dependant. It is 
deſirable and important, becauſe highly intereſt. 
ing to private good and general happineſs, 


By leading peaceable and quiet lives, in all 
godlineſs and honeſty, we contribute to the re- 


vival of religion, and the flouriſhing ſtate of the 
church of Chriſt. 


And. 1 let it be remembered, that without cul- 
- tivating a diſpoſition to live in peace, with our fa- 
milies, with the ſeveral members of the church of 
Chriſt, and with all men, we cannot engage our- 
ſelves in the duty of prayer, and other religious 
ſervices, either with pleaſure or advantage, 


It is the God of peace whom we worſhip, it 
is is the Prince of peace, on whom we depend 
* as our Saviour,” it is by his word and exam- 
ple, that we are taught to live in peace ; and, 
by cultivating this moral and chriſtian grace, we 


» are _ ourlelves for admittance to the future 
| regions 
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regions of peace and glory, where nothing will 
enter to give us a moment's uneaſineſs. 


The LasT thing, from the words of the text, 


as a motive to engage us to maintain theſe mo- 
ral and ſocial virtues, and to induce us to be 
conſiſtent and uniform in the chriſtian life and 
character, is that * the God of love and peace 
will be with us,” and bleſs us. 


The Apoſtle teaches us to preſent the great 
Father of the univerſe to our minds, as © the 
Cock. love:“ and this idea of the the Supreme 
Deity, and a belief that he is the moral and mer- 


ciſul governor of the world, and the friend and 


rewarder of all them who diligently ſeek and faith- 
fully ſerve him, is the firſt principle of religion, 


and the foundation for the ſupport of piety and 


virtue. 


We can read in the volume of nature, as well as 


in the book of grace, that © God is love,” and it 
is a belief of the infinitely amiable perfeQions of 
| his nature and moral charaQter, that enables us to 
perform the duties of religion with delight, vigor, 
and conſtancy : it is from this perſuaſion that we 
are ſupported with patience, fortitude, and calm 
ſerenity, under the various afflidtions of tae pre. 

E 2 {ent 
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ſent liſe; and are animated with hopes of enjoying 
happineſs in futurity : and we may attain to a firm 


belief and certain knowledge, that the great parent 
of nature is goodneſs and love it ſelf. 


His love and benevolence is viſibly inſcribed in 
all the works of creation, — the effefts and opera- 
tions of his love and kindneſs are dayly and hourly 
exhibited before our eyes, in his government and 
providence over us his tender mercies are over 
+, all his works,” and thele continue for ever, *with- 
* out any variablneſs or ſhadow of turning. The 
© earth is full of the goodneſs of the Lord.” 


The evil and ungrateful are not excluded from it, 
« He cauſeth his ſun to ſhine and his rain to fall, 
on the juſt and unjuſt. Who then can be com- 
i pared with the Lord, he is wonderful in counſell, x 
kind and gracious in all his dealings beyond all we 
can expreſs or concieve. h 


That he is the God of love, appeareth in that 
ſcheme of falvation by Jeſus Chriſt, manifeſted in 
the goſpel. Here we have a clear diſplay of the 
divine grace and benevolence. It is a diſpenſation 
of love, becauſe it is ſuited to our preſent ſtate, as 
frail, imperfedt, and ſinful creatures; here we ſee, 
that © God is love,” and full of compaſſion, deſirous 
| of 
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of recovering all men from ſin, and of raiſing them 
to re perfection and bleſſedneſs. 


The gift of Jeſus Chriſt as the inftruftor, law- 
giver and redeemer, is in the ſcripture repreſented 
as the effect of the divine love and goodneſs. 


And if we are lovers of God “ as dear and obe- 
dient children,” he will be with us and bleſs. us, 
ehe will be a ſun and a ſhield, and no good thing 
« will he withhold from us.” His providence will 
be over us, and protett us. The friendly influences 
of his holy ſpirit will be with us, and comfort us. 


If we continue to cultivate a religious temper, 
to live chriſtian lives and to be *ſtedfaſt immove- 
able, always abo unding in the work of the Lord,” 
we may depend on God's direction. He will be 
with us, and bleſs us The word, the ſpirit and or- 
diances of the goſpel, wiil all, under the direction 
of the God of love, be made ſubſeroient to our 
comfort, and perfection in holineſs and happineſs. 


He will be with us and befriend us with all need- 
ful wiſdom, direction, and grace. He vill care for 
us, and ſecure to us, every thing that is eſſential to 
our real felicity ; and he will conduct our ſouls in 
peace and comfort to his eternal kingdom. 


Which 
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Which God, ** mercy grant may be the bps 
py portion of every one in chis religious aſſembly, 


and all others who profeſs themſel 5 the 8 


o 


en Amen. * eee 
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